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Message From The Lake Association  
President Janene Gorham

Covid infections put stress and isolation on many of us. With this challenging time behind us, we look forward to another 
year of lake living here on Forest Lake. 

We did accomplish several necessary tasks in 2020-2021 so far: 

 » Continued work with Cumberland County Soil and Water district on fulfilling requirements for the DEP 319 grant 
from 2019.

 » Created Forest Lake Watershed signs and erected them at edges of the watershed.

 » Utilized the matching residential grants of $250 for shoreline improvements to decrease erosion.

 » Homeowners corrected two high impact sites from the 2017 watershed survey.

We have some plans in progress for the rest of 2021 and we continue to monitor our water quality, as well as search for 
invasive aquatic plants and count loons.

Our hopes are to keep this organization active and we need help to do so. Please continue to support FLA and looking 
forward to seeing you all at the annual meeting.

Sincerely,    Janene Gorham

2021 ANNUAL MEETING
JULY 24, 2021 • 8 AM BREAKFAST POTLUCK • 8:30 AM MEETING 

WEST CUMBERLAND METHODIST CHURCH HALL
Masks and distancing according to current CDC guidelines • Unvaccinated attendees should wear masks

Auction Donations - Contact jan.lavallee@rsu4.org

FOREST LAKE WATER QUALITY REPORT

Our Lake water continues to stay stable and normal and no 
invasive plants have been found. More information will be 
presented at the annual meeting.

WE HAVE A NEW LOOK!
Have you noticed that we have a new look? Our official Forest Lake Association 

logo encompasses the colors that surround us, the long-time loon icon we 
all love, and represents all three towns with both words and trees. You’ll see 
this on our website, communications from the board of trustees (such as this 

newsletter), as well as the new Watershed signs. 

If you need a copy of the logo, email forestlakeme@gmail.com.

S U M M E R  •  J U N E  2 0 2 1



2

S U M M E R  •  J U N E  2 0 2 1

BE A NEIGHBORLY BOATER

Please remember that the boat 
traffic pattern on Forest Lake 
is COUNTER CLOCKWISE. 
This is especially important for 
boaters pulling skiers, boarders, 
and tubers. Because the lake is 
so small, having a set pattern 
for boating traffic allows other 
boats, jetskis, swimmers, 
and so on to anticipate your 
movements. Do the best that 
you can to stick to the pattern.

Please respect the rights and 
privacy of waterfront property 
owners by not abusing their 
property.

Be familiar with Maine regulations concerning the your 
responsibilities as a boat operator. 

LET’S MAKE THIS ANOTHER SAFE SUMMER!

IT’S ALL ABOUT 

BOB’S BIG BASS
Ice fishing on Forest Lake was in full swing over the winter 
2020-2021 season.  So many great pictures were shared on the 
Forest Lake Facebook page.  Thanks to everyone for posting your 
pictures.

On that topic, Bob Joy, year-round resident of Forest Lake, had 
an unexpected day off from work during a week in February, so 
thought he’d drill a few holes, using bait he’d gotten at Fenton’s 
bait in Gray (shameless plug for our local entreprenuer).  Turned 
out to be a great day for ice-fishing as he landed this 6-pound 
“lunker” of a large mouth bass, his personal best!  This was after 
first pulling a 4.5 pounder out of ice minutes before.   

NICE FISH, BOB!! 
Bob’s Big Bass weighed in at 6 lbs. His personal best!

B O A T I N G  S A F E T Y

The Boater’s Guide To Maine Boating 
Laws can be found on our website:  

www.forestlakeme.org/safety/boating.

NEW POLICY  
SHORELINE EROSION

Due to recent shoreline erosion caused by 
high water and ice scouring, the Forest Lake 
Association, in concurrence with the DEP, has 
decided to lower the lake by approximately 
12 inches beginning around 11/1/21 with 
restoration to full pond just after ice out in the 
spring of 2022. 

It is our hope that this will ease the erosion 
issues and, if successful, will become standard 
procedure every fall.
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Road Association  Name President & Contact

Lakeside Drive, Windham Home Owners Association Scott Campbell, President - scott@campbellkin.com

Forest Lake Shore Road Association (Gray) Rob Tellefsen - Rtellefsen6@gmail.com

Larrabee Lane Road Association (Gray) Kirk Jurgelvich  - Ed Keenan - EKeenan@maine.rr.com

Harrison Road and Forest Ave Road Association (Windham) Richard Norton, President - hrfaroadassociation@gmail.com

Lakewood Park Road Association (Cottage Rd, Gray) Joseph Curcio, President - Jacurcio@netscape.net

James Way Road Association (Windham) Michael Manning - Jamesbruschiatlanticroads@gmail.com

ROAD ASSOCIATION CONTACTS

FOREST LAKE PROTECTION PLAN PROJECT

This grant project is funded in part by the US Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Section 319 Clean Water Act grant funds, 
administered by the Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection, and coordinated by Cumberland County Soil and 
Water Conservation District (CCSWCD). Additional partners 
include the Forest Lake Association and the Towns of Windham, 
Gray, and Cumberland. 

The goal of the grant project is to protect and improve Forest 
Lake’s water quality. The best way to do so is to treat rainwater 
and prevent soil erosion. Clean water flowing into the lake means 
a clean lake. 

The biggest impacts for residents are: 

 » Availability of free technical assistance with possible $250 
cost share grants 

 » Gravel Road Workshop for Forest Lake on 6/24

 » Watershed boundary signs have been placed…designed by 
FLA/Project Steering Committee Members

This project is also working with private road associations to fix 
road issues while preventing road material from washing into the 
lake.

Forest Lake Protection Project, Phase III is in its second year of 
its two-year duration…grant funds remain!

CCSWCD is available to each lake resident to offer free, non-
regulatory property and road inspections and provide common 
water quality protection recommendations. A limited number 

of $250 cost sharing grant funds are available to implement 
recommendations. 

Please contact Heather  at hhuntt@Cumberlandswcd.org or via 
phone at 207.415.8788. Approximately half of these are already 
spoken for so call soon!



4

S U M M E R  •  J U N E  2 0 2 1

A LITTLE PIECE OF  

FOREST LAKE HISTORY
THE DAM HOUSE 

SUBMITTED BY LIZ HAMILTON

Imagine the view in 1910 from the end of the 
lake then called Goose Pond....

A large cottage built on the lake, on the ledges. 
We do not know if it was painted yellow then, 
but she still watches over what we know as 
“Forest Lake”.

As long as I can remember, I have called it the 
“Dam House”. Who knows if it was the first 
house? We would love to know. Possibly first 

owned by Mr. George Bracket who also owned 
much or all of the land the now called Larrabee 
Lane.

Dorothy Small became the next owner and had 
told stories of music, dancing, sipping cocktails 
and socializing during the summer evenings.

In the winter, evidence has shown it was used 
for storage for the ice harvesting just beyond the 
ledges.
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The current owners, Don and Jen Hughes, have 
found a number of items that document this. 
Don states the ledges were carved out to aid in 
sliding of the blocks up to cottage. An old iron 
bracket screwed into the ledge, rusted iron tools 
possibly used to work the ice out and slide it, as 
well as now bottles (now broken) occupied the 
bottom of the lake.

If you or your neighbor have an interesting 
cottage for us to write about, please forward to 
the Lake Association. We would love to continue 
to spotlight these lovely pieces of Forest Lake 
(formerly Goose Pond) History.

Ice tools used to work with blocks of ice from the lake. 

The Dam House, Continued
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LET THERE BE SONG  
TO FILL THE AIR

Meet Sky - a 13 year old Hafflinger Pony owned 
by Elizabeth Hamilton. 

I have had her for 5 years and had her trained to drive. I am 
keeping her in shape for drives in Acadia. And fun drives and 
derbies in Maine and NH.

Sky is still learning many things like standing quietly but has 
been doing well with new noises objects.

She is friendly and loves food.

Before Approaching ...

Some general rules regarding horses and carts is that they are 
shown the same respect as bicycles - slow down or stop if 
meeting one on a narrow road.

It is against the law to race past (above the speed limit). 

THERE’S A NEW B L O N D EB L O N D E  IN TOWN

Last summer, boats, canoes, and kids on floats gathered in the 
cove for a very special evening of music with Grant Dresnock 
and his father, Joe Dresnock. Grant, age 17, is a born and raised 
Mainer who has lived on Forest Lake for the past 8 years. He 
started playing the guitar at age 6 and learned from his dad. 
The two have performed together for the past 11 years, playing 
primarily bluegrass and rock, and recorded an album this past 
February. Currently, Grant is in the process of recording his 
debut EP with award-winning artists. Our resident musicians 
are excited to play lakeside concerts from their beach again this 
summer and hope to see you there!

Follow Grant on Instagram: @grantdresnokguitar.

Watch our Facebook page for more announcements on events 
on the lake.
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The Forest Lake Association is always in need of 
volunteers in any capacity. It may be helping with 
mailings or becoming a certified water tester. Help 
keep our lake a safe, clean, and happy place to live.

INTERESTED? 
Email us! ForestLakeInfo@forestlakeme.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

If you’d like to support the Forest Lake Association goals of quality, safety, and community, you can start by applying for or renewing 
membership in the Association. Forest Lake Association Membership is from July 1 - June 30 annually. Dues are $25 and payable as of 
June 1 of each year. Membership is for the entire household/residence. 

JOIN USING A CREDIT CARD ON OUR WEBSITE 
www.forestlakeme.org/join

If you would rather mail a check, use the application below.

MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  AApppplliiccaattiioonn  
Yes, I’d like support the Forest Lake Association goals of quality, safety, and community by applying 
for/renewing membership in the Association.  

Membership is from July 1 - June 30 annually.  Dues are payable as of June 1.  Membership is for 
the entire household/residence. 

 

 

 My check for $25 made out to “Forest Lake Association” is enclosed  

 I am interested in being contacted in regards to special projects  

 I am interested in being considered for the Board of Trustees (3 year position).   

 I understand that new board members are elected at the annual meeting.  

  

  

Please mail to: 

FFoorreesstt  LLaakkee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn    

PPOO  BBooxx  779933    

GGrraayy,,  MMEE  0044003399  

Name(s): 
 

Mailing Address:   

City/State/Zip:  

Phone Number:  

Email Address:  

Print Form

Mail To: 
Forest Lake Association 

PO Box 793 
Gray, ME 04039

Want To Volunteer?
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VISIT US ONLINE

 @forestlakeme  www.ForestLakeME.org

Forest Lake Association
PO Box 793
Gray, ME 04039

JULY 4TH BOAT PARADE JULY 4TH BOAT PARADE 
meet in themeet in the    

COVE @ 11 AMCOVE @ 11 AM

WHO TO CALL
FOR EMERGENCIES, ALWAYS DIAL 911

Maine Warden: 657-2345 or 657-3030

Windham Police: 892-2525

Gray/NG Sheriff: 926-4141

Cumberland Police: 829–6391 

Animal Control Officer: 893-2810

Avian Haven: 382-6761

Forest Lake Association:  ForestLakeInfo@forestlakeme.org A GREAT BIG THANK YOU 
TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITORS!

Liz Hamilton, Debbie Hastings,  
Heidi Joy, Cathy Whorf


